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Make no mistake about it: it is @ :omance. I is a

love affair with all the warm, clos: moments and

" some distant and cold o;..5. If y¢ love your old
house, and grow misty-eycd as you srive in the yard
late at.night after a harrowing day in town, then you,
too, are hooked. And you, like me, won'’t rest until

you’ve found who built it and wl.cn and perhaps

why. Our love affair with our house began even
before we had bbught it. . admired the way it sat --
flat on the land, as if it re.dly meant to be there. It
was just there, and it dem:1ded a response.

Of course, the first response was an accommoda-
.tion. An accommodation ‘: a new age and adapta-
onto- a new lifestyle, that of the 20th century. This
involved exténding the ell «1d adding a wing. with all
the gadgets’ for the eliminztion of .home drudgery
we'd read about. This wa: relatively easy -- all-we
needed. 'was money. A:c then we set abqut

. renovating. I volunteered (: “‘restore’’.the basement -
apariment that was now s..eathed in both walls and -

ceiling with lathes and plaster. Taking down the ceil-
ing on several hot Augus: afternoons proved to be
something.of. a.challenge und the plaster dust in my

‘larynx and lungs as well as-over most of the upstairs -

provided diversion in thesc early days of retirement.

All alopg I was haunted by a curiosity as to where

‘the old house had comie. from and when. I had met

and talked with Mrs. Dorothy Wentworth on sevefal

* other matters of Duxbury “istory (as town historian

for a number of years, she was an encyclopedia of

Duxbury lore), and she w:s enthusiastic about the
‘project. . o .
~“Why it’s no trick at all. Take your deed to thee
“:Registry of Deeds in Plymouth and go over to the
north wall and take dowr the appropriate records
“-and you'll find all about it. I think you’ll find your
“house was built by Charlerr ::gne-Cushman in 1791.”
I was‘excited and thrille¢ and lost 1o time getting
to the registry and everyth! ; went s« mmingly until
I found that in the mid-18C Js the property had been
bought at a public auction ield as . result of town
meeting action for delinquc
579.90. The bankrupt forr :r owner: consisted of §
persons, each of whom ha: some cl: .1 to my house
_and property.

At a coffee klatch held Barbara Cook’s house
seme recent date-board rescarchers related similar
cxperiences. One had bought a house purporting to
-have been built in 1732, only to discover the date to
be 1832. What is more, the property turned out to be
that of the house next door! Then it was discovered

under court order to another family to pay off a bad
debt. In this way, date-boarding can be viewed as a
study in the annular rings of a fallen tree. iJateboards
reveal the times and the weather of cach year,
whether mild or cold, nourishing or depriving, in-

-festations of insects, etc. I rushed to Dorothy Went-

worth when I saw my project turn into a chameleon
and her-always reassuring reply was, “Well, indeed,
those were hard times in Duxbury and people came to
town and bought up land cheap for speculation; Just
g0 on back and you’ll do okay.”

So back to the registry I went. My problem first
was getting the right owner (I was always digging up
nephews and grandchildren of the same name), but
my second problem next to heaving these gigantic
record books down from the shelves in the basement
was seduction by side events (such as stipulating that
well water be always provided the new buyer, and set-
ting aside a third of a barn for a favorite cow),

Our coffee klatch brought some other interesting
tidbits, such as the extremely low prices on articles of
every day use, like umbrellas, books, furniture and
$0 on, and one is impressed by the fact that in a
culture like that of our. ancestors, these material
assistances, to iiving were terribly important. I don’t
believe anyone then ever thought of a yard sale, for
example. I was always struck, too, by the designa-
tions of ‘people, i.e., never just their names, but
always “‘shipwright,”’ “yeoman.” “‘freeholder,”” and )

so on. People were known by their trades ana oc-

cupations.

It was thesc bypaths that beckoned to me and I
found myself reading on and on totally forgetting
what I was supposed to be looking up. So I found it
was wise to carry a notebook and -jot down little
notes in addition to the record of the ancestry of the
house itself, to keep my mind on the job. Indeed, I
discovered that I could not keep my attention on this
task longer than 2 hours at a time, and I do not
believe this was due to approaching senility! )

Probably Duxbury’s oldest house structure still
standing is a section of the C.F. Eaton house off
Washington St., dated 1638, first a colonial
residence, then modernized in such a way as to incor-
porate- the original. The next oldest is the Hunt

.House off Dead Man’s curve on 3A, which has kept
" its original contours.

Next would be the John Brown (weaver) House on
the Eaton property dated 1643, followed, of course,
by the John Alden House itself, dated 1653. The site
of the first John Alden House marked by a cellar and
a bronze tablet is dated 1627. One wonders what
materials he was able to put together at that early

- date.

Another oldtimer is Cranberry Cottage on
Cranberry Island at Millbrook, dated 1665. Carroll
Bryant’s beautifully restored house on High St. bears
the dateboard and name . *‘Dr. Thomas Delgmo,
1667.”" We must mention next Alexander Standish’s
house off Goose Point, Standish Shore, yvhich has-
the date 1666 on its large square central chimney. No
date is given for Myles Standish’s own house, but it is
safe to conclude it was probably the first one to be
built in town.

t taxes in the amount of

lashury,

. Soctics 2 Thursday, March 21, 1985 J
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